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112 William and Maet College Quarterly. 

18. Mr. Smith took a vomit. 

21. Snowed all day, which I hope will clear the air & carry 
off disorders. 

22. Fine snow on the ground. 

25. Some of our negroes got drunk, that has given me some 
uneasiness. 

31. Cousin Sam. Bening, Mr. Criswell, Mr. Chichester, my 
wife & N"ancy all dined at the mouth of Jonah's Cove on oysters. 

Very agreeably ended the old year, for which & all other mer- 
cies I adore & praise the Divine goodness, for He is good & His 
mercy endureth forever. 

Mr. Eichd. Span ("Dickey") was married yesterday to Miss 
Priscilla Churchill ("Silla"), daughter of Col. Churchill. The 
weather prevented the marriage on Saturday, as was intended. 

(Continued.) 



LETTERS OF WILLIAM SHERWOOD TO SIR JOSEPH 
WILLIAMSON. 1 

Colonial Papers, Vol. 26, Wo. 76. 

Lower Chip-okes on James River 
Virginia 17* June 1671. 
Honn a :S r : 

I can't looke upon my time for above three yeares past, 
or those dayes which I may enjoy but I must attribute it to yo r . 
worthy donaeon, which putts me uppon acknowledgm* thereof, 
th' onely way I have to show my hearty thanks & make pte sattis- 
faccon for y e . great debt I owe, I must confess I can't without 
shame looke upon y*. f owle act, w° h . was y 6 . cause of my being in 
this Country, yet I can without ostentacon say I have found good 
out of evill, for y 6 . Almighty hath not beene a barron wilderness 
to me. This oppertunity p r senting by Cap* : Culpepper a Oent of 
this Country emboldneth me to write y'. I may not be blackened 
with ungratitude but demonstrate my selfe by all oppertunityes 
& waies y'. may present to be 

Honn a :S r : 

Yo r . most humble Servant, 

W m . Sherwood. 

1 For a sketch of William Sherwood see Quarterly X., p. 166. 



Lbttees of William Sherwood. 113 

[Addressed] To Joseph Williamson Esq'. 
Sec' 7 ; to the right Hon ble : 
Henry Lord Arlington 
Prineipall Sec ry : of State Att Court. 
[Endorsed] Virginia. 

ye 13. Sept. 1671. 
Sherwood (one of those that 
robbed me w h . I 
saved) . 
Colonial Papers, Vol. 28, No. 40. 

James Eiver Virginia 

Aprilly 6 : 10 th : 1672: 
Honn d : S r . 

As a poore Debf. who by losses or other casualty is made 
unable of payment att once to a patient C r : a greate sume, yett 
pays as he is able, — Soe worthy S r . when opportunity presents, 
I your DebF. make part payment of that great debt, which I 
shall never be able to pay, yett soe long as life lasts, shall acknow- 
ledge, and presume yo r . goodness will accept, S r : though the 
occasion was bad w ch procured my being in this Country, yett 
I bless God itt hath proved beneficiall, for the good of my soule, 
and an insight with an utter detestaeon of former miscarriages ; 
and although itt be hard to be in a poore Condition yett I bless 
God for itt, and am content; I know God Almighty will be yo r . 
rewarder, for Beati qui sunt misericordes, quoniam ipsis 
misericordia. 
I beg pardon for this, and shall be glad of any way to present 

by w**. I may manifest my selfe to be 

S r . 

The Humblest of 

Yo r : Servants 

W m : Sherwood. 
[Addressed] To the Worp". 

Joseph Williamson Esq r : 
Sec 1 * to the E 4 . Hon ble : 
Henry Lord Arlington 
Att Whitehall. 
[Endorsed] Virginia 

10 Apr 1672 E a Aug 9 
Sherwood. 



